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Motives of Internationalism 

Review: what is nationalism? 
ò The collective, shared sense of belonging to a group of 

people who identify themselves as a nation 
ò A belief that nations would benefit from acting independently 

rather than collectively 
ò Emphasizing national rather than international goals 

What shapes a feeling of nationalism? 
ò A shared history – example: 
ò A shared culture – example: 
ò A shared language – example: 
ò The political will to promote patriotism – example: 
ò Also 
ò Common spiritual or religious beliefs 
ò Similar relationship to the land 

Nation vs Country 
ò Nation = a group of people  
ò Nation-state = a territory with internationally recognized 

boundaries and a politically organized body of people under a 
sovereign government 
ò In other words – a country like Canada 

ò Internationalism – the cooperation between nation-states; a 
belief that nations would benefit from acting collectively rather 
than independently  
ò Concern: loss of sovereignty 

Motives for internationalism 
ò Self-determination – example: 

(meeting the needs of your people) 
ò Economic stability and prosperity – example: 
ò Global status/prestige – example: 
ò Peace and security – example: 
ò Humanitarian – example: 

Foreign Policy 
ò Foreign policy includes the actions or laws that determine 

how a nation-state works with other nation-states 
ò Examples:  
ò UN peacekeeping 
ò Foreign aid – providing funds to another nation, often with 

“strings attached” 
ò International law – example: the Geneva Conventions 

 

Actions a nation can take 
ò Treaties and agreements; example: 
ò Diplomacy; example: 
ò Sanctions; example: 
ò Alliances; example: 
ò Confrontation and/or war; example: 

Consequences of those actions 
ò New social roles and attitudes, both within the nation-state 

and globally 
ò Territorial changes 
ò New economic and political relations  

International Organizations 
ò UN (United Nations) 
ò EU (European Union) 
ò La Francophonie 
ò The Commonwealth 
ò World Council of Indigenous Peoples 
ò Arctic Council 
ò G8 
ò WTO 
Which one of these does Canada NOT belong to? 
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